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COMMUNITY STRONG

For the past 98 years, United Way of the Midlands has used our community-wide perspective to identify
local needs that are going unseen or unmet — and we've partnered with businesses, nonprofits,
government organizations and people like YOU to tackle them.

Whether we're helping someone through everyday struggles or serving our community during recessions,
natural disasters or the current pandemic, we are committed to bringing together community partners to
help those in need. Currently, we invest donor dollars into more than 150 local nonprofit programs that
form a circle of support around our community. These programs address pressing social and economic
disparities and provide the essentials families need to thrive — such as healthy food, safe and stable
housing and physical and mental health services. We fund out-of-school time and academic programs
to ensure local children come to school prepared to learn. And we support the development of essential
interpersonal, academic and technical skills so people can gain and sustain a living wage job.

United Way works to foster an integrated and coordinated circle of
support to help individuals and families attain their full potential.

* Healthy meals
» Domestic violence services

* Physical and mental health services,
including medical research

+ Safe and stable housing
* 211 Helpline

* Early childhood education programs

A Circle
of Support

* Mentoring

* Out-of-school time programs
+ Asset development

+ Job training

 Upskilling and reskilling through
workforce programs

» Personal finance classes

» Post-secondary education support



COMMUNITY CHALLENGES:

Knowing the challenges our community is facing right now, it's more important than ever to address social
and economic disparities and ensure community members can access the many things they need to grow,
thrive and provide for themselves and their families.

Current data highlights the ways in which the COVID-19 pandemic has widened social and economic gaps.
The road to recovery will be longer and harder for some, as our economy will recover at different rates and
magnitudes for different populations.

700/ With 70% of households living in poverty having at least one person working, the Omaha-
0 Council Bluffs metro has the highest percentage of working poor in the country.

50 000+ The metro has a lack of affordable housing, with more than 50,000 people paying over 30%
' of their income on rent?

About 1in 4 households in the metro have three or more risk factors that delay, prevent or
impact recovery.®

40% of Americans have less than $300 in savings#*

2 60/ Experts estimate food insecurity increased 15% in Douglas and Sarpy County, and 26% in
o Pottawattamie County between 2019 and 2020 and we still have not returned to normal demand?

Nationally, homeownership is approaching a low not seen since the 1960s. And while our metro’s
homeownership rates are similar to other areas overall, we rank 88" for homeownership rates
among African Americans®

Among those with family income less than $50,000, 35% went without some medical care
because of cost and African Americans and Hispanics are twice as likely not to receive
care because of cost’

Nearly one-third of local high school students attending classes in a remote
environment are failing two or more classes?

600/ 60% of learners from low-income families regularly log in to remote classroom work
o compared to 90% of children from high-income families?

About 4 in 10 adults (41%) in the U.S. report symptoms of anxiety or depressive disorder.
Households experiencing job loss and communities of color were even more likely to report these
mental health challenges.

40% of African Americans and 30% of Hispanics lack access to safe and affordable financial
services, compared with 18% of Americans overall."

194 000 Nearly 194,000 contacts for 211 Helpline assistance with housing and utilities being the top two
”

areas of need.?

We UNITE our community’s CARING SPIRIT

to build a STRONGER tomorrow.,
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7) Federal Reserve; Report on the Economic Well-Being of U.S. Households in 2020 - May 2021 Nebraska Health
Disparities Report in 2020.
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9) COVID-19 and student learning in the United States: The hurt could last a lifetime. McKinsey & Company, June 1, 2020.
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UWM's PERFORMANCE GOALS:

To ensure we are driving impact and change in the most efficient and effective way possible, UWM has
established new goals. By strengthening current partnerships and forging new ones, we will provide
approximately 8 million services over the 2022 to 2024 investment period. And because we are committed to
holding ourselves and our partner agencies accountable, we will collect program outcomes, measure impact
and share the results with you.

4 million meals by investing in food distribution, meal
services, pantries, backpack programs and more.

500,000 health services by investing in high quality
physical, mental and social services for different ages.

500,000 shelter nights and other housing services

by investing in safe shelter, transitional housing, rent and utility
assistance, supportive referrals and case management.

3 million services to remove barriers and create

opportunity by facilitating access to resources and training
to support job placement, academic attainment, financial
empowerment and other essential skills.
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